represents a concise radiology reference specifically designed for use by anaesthetists and intensive care physicians. As a resource for exam preparation, the text provides a useful review of commonly encountered pathologies, albeit with a specific focus on the Fellow of the Royal College of Anaesthetists examination in the UK. Rather than dogmatically examining each organ system in turn, the editors have attempted to maintain a practical approach, with individual sections devoted towards common imaging technologies and clinical scenarios in anaesthesia and intensive care. Examples include imaging the chest, trauma radiology, anaesthesia for magnetic resonance imaging/ interventional radiology and the use of ultrasound.
practising clinicians not already familiar with these techniques may find these sections particularly useful. Overall, the text would be a useful addition to a departmental library.
A 193×252 mm; pp. 190 ; ISBN 978-0-52150-999-2. This new addition to the Core Topics series of publications from the UK deals with the perioperative and critical care implications of endocrine disease. The first of its three sections covers endocrine disorders of the thyroid, parathyroid and adrenal glands. This section also covers rarer conditions such as carcinoid tumours and multiple endocrine neoplasia. The second section is a comprehensive review of the perioperative considerations in diabetes mellitus, including chapters on obstetric, paediatric and ambulatory patients. The remaining chapters pertain to critical care topics, such as the endocrine response to critical illness, endocrine emergencies and disorders of sodium balance. The recent literature on more controversial issues is also reviewed, although I thought that the discussion on the role of steroid therapy in critical illness was more balanced than the assessment of the evidence for tight glucose control.
The standard of writing is generally high, in contrast to the case for the illustrations; the clinical photographs in particular are of poor quality.
Overall, this book is an accessible, up-to-date summary of a clinically important area. It will appeal to anaesthetists and intensivists who are seeking a practical clinical guide to the management of patients with endocrine disorders. P. Forrest Sydney, New South Wales Core Topics in Operating Department Practice:
Leadership and Management. Eds B. Smith, P. Rawling, P. Wicker, C. Jones. Cambridge
